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RECOMMENDATION

1. That the audit, governance and standards committee note the contents of the report 
and its conclusions.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

2. The Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 (RIPA) puts a regulatory framework 
around a range of investigatory powers used by local authorities. This is done to ensure 
the powers are used lawfully and in a way that is compatible with the European 
Convention on Human Rights. It also requires, in particular, those authorising the use of 
covert techniques to give proper consideration to whether their use is necessary and 
proportionate.

3. RIPA legislates for the use by local authorities of covert methods of surveillance and 
information gathering to assist in the detection and prevention of crime in relation to an 
authorities core functions.

KEY ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION 

4. The council’s use of these powers is subject to regular inspection and audit by the 
Office of the Surveillance Commissioner (OSC) in respect of covert surveillance 
authorisations under RIPA. During these inspections, authorisations and procedures 
are closely scrutinised and Authorising Officers are interviewed by the inspectors.

5. The council was inspected by HH Brian Barker, Assistant Surveillance Commissioner, 
on 3 October 2016.  

6. The report was sent to the Chief Executive on 18 October 2016 (Appendix 1). The 
report was positive and no recommendations were made.  However officers will update 
the policy with the amendments suggested in the report and also update the committee 
references.

7. The report was considered by the Corporate Governance Panel at their meeting on 25 
February 2017 and will be considered by the next RIPA overview meeting.
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